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WHAT COVID-19 IS TEACHING US



Muhammad Adnan et al. “COVID-19 infection: Origin, transmission, and characteristics of human coronaviruses” 

Journal of Advanced Research. Volume 24, July 2020, Pages 91-98





GLOBAL SITUATION 

11 mai 2020, worldometers, John Hopkins, ECDC, WHO, worldindata

4,148,034 cases

284,124 deaths

58% active cases

Africa: 63,413

Asia:  662,285

N.&S. America:       1,772,622

Europe: 1,556,150
Spain, United Kingdom, Italy, Russia and Germany 

Oceania: 8,359

May 11, 2020



https://www.world-heart-federation.org/resources/covid-19-transmission/



TRANSMISSION PATTERNS AMONG/FROM HEALTH WORKERS

Community

COVID patients

Non COVID patients

Assuming availability and adherence to 

personal protective equipment (PPE), 

the risk of infection among health 

workers might depend primarily on 

community circulation of the virus



https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2090123220300540#f0005







- Great science could get 

misinterpreted by the media

- COVID is not an airborne virus,  

but can be aerosolized during 

certain medical procedures

- This does not mean we need to 

worry about air conditioners 

spreading the virus …



Need to add what each is doing in the notes





HEALTHCARE ENVIRONMENTAL HYGIENE 

IS CRUCIAL FOR FIGHTING COVID-19!



All types of products kill SARS CoV-2:

Heat

Detergents

Alcohol

Other disinfectants

Steam 

UV



https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2

https://www.fda.gov/media/136533/download

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0195670120300463
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Reprocessing using steam, dry heat, H2O2 vapor, UV, alcohol, and other chemicals… many work.

Need to look at a variety of variables, to find the right solution for individual facilities.

THERE IS NO SINGLE SOLUTION, NO ONE SIZE FITS ALL when it comes to HEH



AT THE UNIVERSITY HOSPITALS OF GENEVA (HUG)











• Good education

• Clear protocols 

• Direct communication

• Quality control

• Constructive feedback

• A humanistic approach

Important to remember that this is a stressful time for everyone, especially essential HCWs

Be sensitive to the concerns of stressed populations

Team cohesion and empowerment is more important than ever



Join a comprehensive network of relevant stakeholders

Improving Healthcare Environmental Hygiene 

& protecting patients, employees and the environment.



THANK YOU


